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have been ignored by the West,   In a sense,
India, not Greece, was the birthplace of the
medicine of the world-   Modern research has
exploded the theory that Greece was the begin-
ning of all things in medical history*   Dr. Wise
was the first to hazard the opinion that Greece
and Egypt alike may both, in their scientific rela-
tions to India, have been the learners and  not
the teachers.   As he puts it, " Asia can benevo-
lently give bat it does not need to borrow ; its
ideas and fantasies are as exuberant as its vegeta-
tion, **   Many of our medicines can be directly
traced to India.   Dioscorides in his first book
mentions many Indian plants particularly aroma-
tics for which India has always been famous.
Galen, Pythagoras, and Hippocrates, " the father
of medicine**, borrowed much but it   is the
work of  Dioscorides   that is   best   calculated
to show  to   what extent the  ancients were
indebted to India and the East for their medi-
cines. The Materia Medica of the ancient Hindus
te a marvel to the modem scientific investigator
and seems to have been borrowed by the Greeks
and Romans alike.   Unfortunately we lack exact
scientific data to assess the influence of Indian
medkme OQ the Arabian.   Eugene Clark says ;
" Much detailed critical work must be done on